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Abstract

* Today it is very inuch important to study the relevance of Gandhi's doctrine of secularism and religions in
Indian society as the situation became complicated by the activities of various religious organizations in
the name of protecting Indian culture. Gandi who did not perforn any religious miracles in his own
name, was a modern religious reformer. Present paper explores Mahatima Gandhi and his thoughts will
remain relevant. He as a‘human being may lose his relevance someday but his legacy and thouglts can
never becone irrelevaint.

Keywords: Religion, Secularisii, Sarvadharm Samabhav, History of Freedom

Introduction:

The name Mahatma Gandhi transcends the bouuds of race, religion, nation and state. Today Gandhi is

.remembeted for his passionate adherence to the practice of non-violence and his supreme humanism in
every corner of the world. One may wonder what may be the relevance of Mahatima Gandhi in this highly
materialistic anc consuinerist culture? From Dalai Lama to Desmond Tntu and from Martine Luther king
to Nelson Mandela mauy world leaders were inspired by Mahatma Gandhi in all their own different ways.
US president Barack Obama and tlie Buwmese leader Aung—San—Sun-Kyi derived great deal of
inspiration from Mahatma Gandhi.

Maitine Luther King was very much inspired by Gandhi. Like Gandhi, hie liked Thoreau’s idea that meu
should not obey evil or unjust laws and he found that Gandhi has own freedom for his country fiom
British mle acting on the very principle.

So Gandhism is alive and active fu the modem world. Gandhi has inspived and will continue to inspire
many political, social, and religious leaders all over the world.
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Gandhi said, I have nothing new to teach the world. Truth and non-violence are as old as hills. Gandhi
demonstrated that non-violence could be the effective tool of social change in modern times. Gandhi
successfully demonstrated that truth and non-violence is not meant for individual behavior alone but can

"be applied in global affairs too.

Gandhi’s Religious and Secular Thoughts:

Gandhiji who did not perform any religious miracles in his own name, was a modern religious reformer.
Calling himself the ‘sanatani hindu’ Gandhi considered religion as an important role in every field of life.
Gandhi gave a new look to traditional Hinduism by calling it ‘the religion that solves problems in

.everyday life’. Openly opposed to alt the supersiitions that were under religion. The doots of religion

were openi for all castes, creeds and women.

Gandhiji nsed to say that T am a completely religious person. Many were misunderstood because of their
lack of understanding of the breadth and depth of their religious views. He used to use the symbols and
langnage of sanatan Hinduism, and he was angry with the attendants. He was angry with the traditional
teligious groups for opposing many traditions, especially untouchability among the religions.

- Gandhi did not put too much emphasis on the mysterious principle of religion. He never claimed to be a

scholar of religion. But they were accustomed to watching everything on the intelligence test. He used the
same rule with regard to the utility of a religion. It is only the religions that help to solve the problems of
human beings. Gandhi vsed to call himself ‘sanatani hinduw’. He believed in vedas, the upanishadas, the
puranas and the hindu scriptures. Gandhi believed that religiovs concepts and rituals shiould be interpreted
on the basis of their conscience and logic. Gandhi neyer insisted on his own opinion. “The opinions and
conclugions I have made in my own niind are not conclusive, that could change.” There were people of
different religion used to stay in Gandhi’s aashram, but he never advised any of them to convert. Anyone
can voluntarily convert his or her religion. -

In 1939 he wrote, “Religion is constantly pwrifying itself. Religion is the eternal truth of unan nature.
Religion which is the source of all supematural beings and expresses equality with one another. This
religion does not create hatred and strife, does not teach bloodshed, does not ask for murder. This pastor
is a controller of creation. Religion is the religion on the basis of moral force on which universe operates.”

1t should be noted that Gandhiji never wanted a secular state. If all the people of* India belong to the same
religion, Gandhi said “I will be opposed to the proposal of a secnlar state.” They believed that iudividual
should be religious. bit the state should be secular. According to the opinion of Gandhi, it was at the time
of the Karachi congress of 1979 that a resolution waé passed that the state will be remain neurial in all
religions. Gandhi Wwas completely religious. but he sacrificed his life for the establishment of a.secular
nation. ;

_Gandhiji was religious but he opposed to religious ritvals and miracles. His views on religion wete very

clear. He said that the one who solves the problems of everyday life is a religion. Gandhi was a religious
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_revolutionary. The principles laid down by Gandhi like sarvodaya, ahimsa, satyagrah had no foundation

of any religion.

Mahatmia Gandhi was born at a time when India was facing number of social political and cultural erisis.
In those days the country found in him a great secular leader to provide the uniformly approved
Jeadership which was to lead the country to get political freedom from British Government, but Gandli
chose to provide not only political leadership but was guided by Sarvdharm santabhava and sarvodaya
which aims at an all-round development of the individual and the society. To fulfill this hard task Gandbyi

‘had to evolve a new focus and reviewed the religion which was necessary for bringing all Indians

belonging the peoples of the different religion under a common flag and nuiform demand to free our
motherland.

The concept of seculatism has historical background in India having secularism i the blood of Indians
but in the west secularism and religion become almest arithmetical in broader scene of philosophy
become of the certain historical situation which created two opposing center of powers ie. political
organization and the religious order respectively.

According to Gandhiji religion was not something which concemed a mian in his isolation from his fellow
beings. True religion consisted in helping the helpless and' the poor and working for the welfare of
humanity, or rather of the enfire creation. God exists everywhere and in everything. But he resided
specially in the poor atid the helpless peaple, Therefore, serving the poor is the greatest form of religion .

According to Gandhiji, religion is a way of life based on some sort of spiritualistic conviction with
regards to the universe as a whole may be seen to be equally applicable to all the prevalent religions of the
warld- Religion, whether it may be Hindu, Buddhist, Jain, Clwistian or any ofher, consists of certain
specified principles of living as well as of certain beliefs or convictions which govern, guide or direct
such principles of living. Gandbi, therefore, regarded all the different religions as different roads leading
to the same goal. This goal is the goal of Truth which the different religions conceive or apprehended in
their own relative ways.™

As per the opinion of Gandhiji religion <oes not mean any particutlar historical religion, “By religion

‘mean formal religion or customary religion but that religion which underties all religions, which brings us

face fo face with our Maker.” Tn the following words he explains his idea of religion more clearly: “Let
me explain what T mean by religion. I is not the Hindy religion which I definitely honor above all other
religions, but the religion which transcends Hinduisn. which changes one’s very nature, which binds one
indissolubly fo the truth inside and whichever purifies. It is the permanent element in human nature which

counts 1o cost too great in order co find full expression and which leaves the soul utterly restless unil it .

has found itself, known its Maker and appreciated the true correspondence between the Malcer and itself.”

‘(mkgandhi.org) so, this religion while it transcends Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, efc, does not supersede

them. According to him, this religion harmonizes them and gives them reality. Because of this, Gandhi
repeatedly says: “Though religions are many, Religion is one.” By religion Gandhi believed on God aud
in order of moral government of the universe and in Jiving according to this moral order.
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Gandhi possessed a true respect for all the religions of the world and enjoined upon others to keep a
similar attitude towards the faiths of others, because all of them contained an element of truth, Gandli, in
shott, preached an attitude of what he called tolerance-towards other religions. Since all religions have the
same essential moral principles.

Gaundhi’s View of Religion and Its Current Relevance:

B .
Gandhi focused on the acceptance and relevance in present situation. Whether all Indians really accepted
and enjoying the concept of Gandhiji doctrine of non-violence, secularisn and respect of all religions.
Forgetting Ideology of Gandhi may resulted in the collapse & destruction of Indian social gystem and

religions harmony.

Gandhi's concept of religion and secularism is very much important in reference to-

1. Study and analyze the basic ideology of Gandhiji and his relevance in present Context.
2. Sty the concept of secularism in Gandhian philosophy.

3. Findl out Gaudhiji’s concept of secularism is more viable, useful in present context

4

Study Gandhiji's “Sarva Dharma Sambhav” ideology in present increasing religions and
communal conflicts.

"In current situation the country is facing rigorous crisis, a crisis of individuality and an unprovoked of

disagreeing customs, on account of it secular character of Indian polity has come under a direct attack,
Certainly the present sad picture of Indian polity and society for a huge extent due to the exercise of
secularist for accomplish the iminor interests by diverse political parties. In this circumstance we need a
accurate secular India in which exhibit secularism and rule of law can be replaced by the strength of sarva
dharma samabhava, Thus secularism in India neans diversified philosephy, whose ethical basis of sarva
dharma sammbhava should give the right enviromnent for build a secvlar polity through which can be

-formed the actual sense of nationalism.anongst people. Whether one agrees or not Gandhi's thoughts are

unexpectedly similar to 'the new realization for which we are exanining today. Gandhi had come nearer
to the problems of our era and solutions to problems whicli distirbed man's minds then and which persist

to do so still now.
Conclusion:

To concinde, Gandhian thougits and practices about religious, secular & spiritual ways in Indian life and
in different field is unquestionable and wnchallengeable. His secular & religious thoughts are useful not
only to Indians but to whole hunan being in the world. His secular thoughts can save India from
becoming critical land for survival of human being. i ;

Even today there is global awareness created regarding Gandlhian philosophy in different parts of the
world. The name and thoughts of Gandhi transcends the bounds of race. religion, nation and states, and
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has emerged as the prophetic voice ‘of the 21st century. Today Gandhi and his secular, religious
philosophy and his own practices remembered for his passionate adherence fo the practice of non-
violence, equal respect to all religion and ultlmately supreme hunanism in India and every corner of the
- world.
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